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ALEX SMITH

Alex Smith, the open champion of the United States, was
born in Carnoustie, Forfarshire, Scotland, thirty-three years
ago. Like all the Carnoustie boys he was in the habit of
swinging a golf club from his earliest years, and it would
be impossible to say how old he was when he made his
first appearance on the links. Realizing that at golf more
than at any other game practice alone makes perfect, Smith
devoted himself most assiduously to the game, with the re-
sult that he attained proficiency at a comparatively early age.
In 1895 he was placed among the scratch plavers of his
club, and in 1800 the committee rated him so highly as to
put him in that select class who had to allow strokes to the
scratch players. At one time or another he won most of
the trophies of his old club. His first big victory was when
he secured the Gold Cross (scratch) and this was followed
up by his securing twice in succession the handsome silver
kettle presented by the Caledonia Club to its sister club on
its Jubilee in 18¢2.

In 1897 he won the Stevenson Cup, a trophy for
scratch play, having on the full medal course the fine score
of 79. The Dalhousie Club presented a Jubilee cup to the
Carnoustie Club, and in the first competition Alex Smith
went right through the competition to the final, when he
was defeated. In September, 1897, he succeeded in lowering
the record for Carnoustie links. For some vears it had
stood at 75 until Smith came in with 74. In many of the
team matches he distinguished himself. Playing against
St. Andrew’s he had the well-known player, David Leitch,
as an opponent, and the Carnoustie golfer had I.eitch one
down at the finish, a result which was reversed when they
met at St. Andrew’s.















