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ALEX SMITH 

r\l ex S ll1 ith . th e open champion of the L'- ni tecl S tates, was 
b::> rn in Ca rnousti e, Forfarshire. Scotl and , th irty-three yea rs 
ago. Like a ll th e Carnoustie boys he was in th e habit of 
swing ing a o'olf club from hi s ea rli est years, and it would 
be imposs ibl e to say how old he wa ' when he made his 
fir st appea ra nce on the links. R eali zing that a t g'oif more 
tha n at any oth er game practice a lone makes perfect , Smith 
devoted him elf J11 0 t assiduously to th e game, with the re
sult that he atta ined proficiency at a comparatively early age. 
In 1895 he was placed among the scratch pl ayers of hi s 
club, a nd in 1896 th e committee rated him so hig hly as to 
put him in that select class who had to allow st rokes to th e 
scratch players. At one time 0 1' a noth er he won most of 
the trophi es of hi s olel club. His fir st bi o' v ictory was when 
he secu reel the Gold Cross ( scratch ) an I th is was followed 
up by hi s securi ng tw ice in success ion the handsome sil ver 
kettl e p re ented by th e Caledonia Cl ub to its sister club on 
its Jubil ee in 1892. 

In 1897 he won the Stevenson Cup, a trophy for 
scratch play. hav in g on the full medal course the fin e score 
of 79. Th e Dalhousie Club presented a Jubi lee cup to th e 
Carn ousti e lub, a nd in the fir st competi t ion A lex Smith 
went righ t through th e competition to the fin a l, when he 
was defeated. In September, 1897, he succeeded in lowering 
th e r ecord for Carnol1stie links. F or some yea rs it had 
stood at 75 un t il S mith came in with 74. Tn many of the 
team lllatche he di ting uished himself . P laying again st 
St. Andrew's he had the well -known player, David L eitch, 
as an opponent. and th e Carnousti e g olfer had L eitch one 
down at the fin ish, a result which was reversed when th e\" 
met at S t. A ndrew·s. 










